Evaluation of the risk of aflatoxin contamination in fresh medicinal plants.
Based on experimental results of aflatoxin analysis as well as information from literature, this contribution discusses the likelihood of aflatoxin contamination in fresh medicinal plants. As cultivation and collection of medicinal plants in accordance with Good Agricultural and Collection Practice (GACP) and the local climatic conditions minimise aflatoxin contamination and, as fresh raw material is normally processed immediately, aflatoxin contamination of fresh medicinal plants from Central European countries is extremely unlikely. As a result of the risk-based approach to aflatoxin testing, 3 options are proposed depending on the origin of the material and the plant parts used: no testing, skip lot testing or routine testing.